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though many of these machines could be pur-
chased in electronics stores from Hong Kong
to Frankfurt as well as in cities across America.
Both the U.S. Government and American ex-
porters spent millions of dollars and thousands
of hours implementing and complying with a
tangled web of export control regulations.

Two years ago, to bring our export control
system into line with new developments in com-
puter technology and the changing nature of
the threats to our national security, I relieved
billions of dollars worth of exports from out-
dated and unnecessary controls and instructed
my administration thoroughly and periodically to
review the controls on computer exports. The
purpose of this review was to determine how
changes in computer technology and its military
applications should affect our export control reg-
ulations.

Now, in the wake of a careful reevaluation
by the Department of Defense, I have in-
structed my administration to update our con-
trols to ensure that computers that could have
a significant military impact on U.S. and allied
security interests remain carefully controlled,
while controls that are unnecessary or ineffective
are eliminated.

Specifically, I have decided to eliminate con-
trols on the export of all computers to countries
in North America, most of Europe, and parts
of Asia. For a number of other countries, includ-
ing many in Latin America and Central and
Eastern Europe, we will ease but not eliminate
computer export controls. For the former Soviet
Union, China, and a number of other countries,
we will focus our controls on computers in-
tended for military end uses or users, while eas-
ing them on the export of computers to civilian

customers. Finally, we will continue to deny
computer technology to terrorist countries
around the world.

This decision will relieve U.S. computer man-
ufacturers of unnecessary and ineffective regula-
tions which often have tied their hands while
foreign competitors won major contracts or built
their own systems. It will help preserve the
strength of the U.S. computer industry, which
also is key to our national security. It is good
for U.S. workers and U.S. business.

This decision will benefit our national security
in a number of other ways. Trying to regulate
the export of computers that are increasingly
available in markets abroad is a recipe for an
ineffective nonproliferation policy. It imposes se-
rious regulatory burdens without improving our
national security and diverts resources from the
pursuit of other important nonproliferation ob-
jectives.

Today’s action will strengthen our non-
proliferation policy by targeting our export con-
trol resources on those areas where they can
make a difference. It will complement our work
in the New Forum, the multilateral regime we
are forming to control arms and sensitive dual-
use technologies, where we will work with our
partners to encourage development of multilat-
eral transparency and controls on computers
consistent with our national controls. It will rein-
force other steps we have taken in this adminis-
tration to achieve concrete goals—such as the
indefinite extension of the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty, denuclearization of Ukraine,
stopping the North Korean nuclear weapons
program, and a negotiation of a comprehensive
test ban—in our efforts to combat proliferation.

Memorandum on Absence of Federal Employees in the Aftermath of
Hurricane Opal
October 6, 1995

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Excused Absence for Employees
Affected by Hurricane Opal and Its Aftermath

I am deeply concerned about the devastating
losses caused by Hurricane Opal and the impact

on the well-being and livelihood of our fellow
Americans who have been affected by this dis-
aster. Elements of the Federal Government
have been mobilized to respond to this disaster.

As part of this effort, I request the heads
of executive departments and agencies who have
Federal civilian employees in the areas des-
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ignated as disaster areas because of the effects
of Hurricane Opal and its aftermath to use their
discretion to excuse from duty, without charge
to leave or loss of pay, any such employee who
is faced with a personal emergency because of
this storm and who can be spared from his
or her usual responsibilities. This policy should
also be applied to any employee who is needed

for emergency law enforcement, relief, or clean-
up efforts authorized by Federal, State, or local
officials having jurisdiction.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7.

The President’s Radio Address
October 7, 1995

Good morning. As you know, we’re working
in Washington to try to balance the budget.
But we’re working on two very different ap-
proaches. I want to balance the budget because
if it’s done right, it will help us to restore the
American dream and to keep America the
strongest nation in the world. It will help to
improve our economy, create jobs, raise in-
comes, and take debt off our children.

That’s why we’ve worked so hard in our ad-
ministration to bring the deficit down from $290
billion a year when I took office to $160 billion
this year, to expand our exports, and to increase
investment in education. That’s helped to give
us 71⁄2 million new jobs, a record number of
new small businesses. And just last week, the
Census Bureau announced that the poverty rate
has dropped in America for the first time in
5 years, as more families are sticking together
and doing better.

Still, we all know that many working families
are finding it harder than ever to live the Amer-
ican dream. And that’s why we have to do even
more to ensure opportunity for all working peo-
ple, to grow the middle class and to shrink our
under class. Above all, as we balance the Fed-
eral budget, we must make sure we don’t make
it harder for people to educate their children,
care for their parents, strengthen their families.
That would defeat the very purpose of balancing
the budget.

Yet that’s exactly what the budget proposals
of the Republican majority in Congress would
do. At a time when we’re growing the middle
class, they would make it harder for poor people
to work their way into the middle class. They’d
even kick a lot of American families out of the
middle class and hurt families, for many of their

so-called cuts are in fact hidden direct and indi-
rect tax increases.

The congressional leadership says they want
to cut taxes. Well, I do, too. I think we should
have a tax cut targeted at working families to
help them with childrearing and to permit fami-
lies to deduct the cost of college education. But
we can do that without the back-door tax in-
creases on millions of American families the Re-
publican leaders claim to be cutting taxes on.

You see, buried deep within their plan is a
vast collection of tax increases and other costs
on working people, $148 billion worth of direct
and indirect hidden taxes that hit working fami-
lies in America hard. Some will claim these tax
hikes aren’t really taxes. They’ll search the dic-
tionary to find every possible way to avoid using
that ‘‘T’’ word. Well, in Washington they may
not call it a tax increase, but when the Govern-
ment makes a working family pay more, it sure
feels like a tax to them.

Here are the facts. You can decide for your-
self. We want parents to care for their children.
But under the Republican plan, single mothers
struggling to preserve their families will have
to pay $4 billion in fees for the Government’s
help in collecting child support they’re legally
due. That’s a tax hike on responsible mothers
and their children which will lower their already
modest incomes.

The elderly, who have a right to expect that
we will do our duty to them so they can live
their lives in dignity, will be asked to pay thou-
sands of dollars more per couple in extra pre-
miums, extra copayments, extra deductibles for
Medicare over the next 7 years. People who
are old and sick and poor, regardless of how
hard they’ve worked in their lives, will have to
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